
 
 

Adventure on the High Seas 
 
 

Maiden Voyage by Tania Aebi with Bernadette Brennan 
The remarkable true adventure of the 18-year-old girl who left on a 27,000-mile, two-and-a-half-year solo sail 
around the globe, braving typhoons, pirates, and starvation to return home a woman, and a hero. 

 
Beyond the Western Sea:  The Escape from Home by Avi 

Driven from their impoverished Irish village, fifteen-year-old Maura and her younger brother meet their landlord's 
runaway son in Liverpool while all three wait for a ship to America; their fates continue to intertwine on board ship 
and in the New World. (also check out the sequel Beyond the Western Sea: Lord Kirkle’s Money) 

 
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi 

As the lone "young lady" on a transatlantic voyage in 1832, Charlotte learns that the captain is murderous and the 
crew rebellious. 

 
Williwaw! by Tom Bodett 

In their father's absence, thirteen-year-old September and her younger brother Ivan disobey his orders by taking 
the boat out on their Alaska bay, where they are caught in a terrifying storm called a williwaw. 

 
SOS Titanic by Eve Bunting 

Fifteen-year-old Barry O'Neill, traveling from Ireland to America on the maiden voyage of the Titanic, finds his life 
endangered when the ship hits an iceberg and begins to sink. 

 
The Wanderer by Sharon Creech 

Thirteen-year-old Sophie and her cousin Cody record their transatlantic crossing aboard the Wanderer, a forty-
five foot sailboat, which, along with uncles and another cousin, is en route to visit their grandfather in England 

 
Stowaway by Karen Hesse 

A fictionalized journal relates the experiences of a young stowaway from 1768 to 1771 aboard the Endeavor 
which sailed around the world under Captain James Cook. 

 
The Perfect Storm by Sebastian Junger 

A book taut with the fury of the elements which depicts the courage, terror, and awe which the men of the fishing 
vessel "Andrea Gail" faced as they were caught in the grip of a savage force of nature. 

 
The Smugglers by Iain Lawrence 

In eighteenth-century England, after his father buys a schooner called the Dragon, sixteen-year-old John sets out 
to sail it from Kent to London and becomes involved in a dangerous smuggling scheme.   
(also check out these books by the same author, The Wreckers and The Buccaneers) 

 
The Voyage of the Frog by Gary Paulsen 

When David goes out on his sailboat to scatter his recently deceased uncle's ashes to the wind, he is caught in a 
fierce storm and must survive many days on his own as he works out his feelings about life and his uncle. 

 
Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson 

While going through the possessions of a deceased guest who owed them money, the owner of an inn and her 
son find a treasure map that leads to a pirate fortune, as well as great danger. 

 


